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‘Explore Llanthony’ Project: Storyteller required 
 
Llanthony Secunda Priory in 
partnership with the Art of 
Libraries project is seeking a 
children’s storyteller to develop, 
write and perform stories based on 
characters from Llanthony’s past. 
We want someone who can bring 
the past alive and reignite interest 
in a forgotten history. The stories 
can draw on characters – animal, 
human or objects, but the basis of 
the story must be founded on 
truthful historical facts. We already 
have a significant amount of 
historical information for you to 
work with, but would like you to 
present this to children in a light-
hearted and engaging way. 
 
Who’s involved 
The ‘Explore Llanthony’ project seeks to foster partnerships between Gloucester’s residents, 
Gloucester City Library and Llanthony Secunda Priory. We are joining forces with Create 
Gloucestershire and Gloucestershire Libraries through the Art of Libraries project, and 
Gloucester’s History Festival. 
 
Why ‘Explore Llanthony’? 
Llanthony Secunda is undergoing a £4m restoration project which is bringing a once forgotten and 
derelict site back into use. We want residents of Gloucester to rediscover nearly 900 years of 
history on their doorstep and to generate an awareness of fabulous family friendly activities 
available to them at their local library, and local heritage sites. The project is targeted at children 
between the ages of 4-14 and their families. 
 
The event 
The workshop will be taking place on Saturday 9th September - at Gloucester Library as part of the 
City Voices programme for the Gloucester History Festival 2017. We hope to run a couple of 
sessions throughout the day, which will be bookable to give an idea of numbers, but open to those 
who happen to drop by. The storytelling sessions will provide inspiration for a creative illustration 
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workshop – whereby children will develop entries for a mascot competition for Llanthony Secunda 
Priory. The winning mascot will feature on all the family interpretation across the site.  
 
Scope 
We would like the material you produce for this workshop to be used again in future, by teachers, 
parents, interpreters or storytellers. So we’d like to record your performance and for you to 
produce a written narrative/script for future reference.  
 
The selected storyteller may also have the opportunity to deliver the workshop again in a local 
primary school in Autumn 2017 and may be invited to work with Llanthony Secunda Priory for 
future workshops, family events and children’s tours. 
 
Fees 
A set fee for the project will be £300, broken down as follows. 
 

Item Daily fee Days Total 

Preparation £100 2 £200 

Delivery £100 1 £100 

   £300 

 
The above fee must include expenses and travel, and any props or equipment you may wish to 
use. 
 
About Llanthony Priory 
Llanthony Priory is a former Augustinian priory, located in the heart of Gloucester Docks. It was 
founded in 1136 by Miles de Gloucester, 1st Earl of Hereford, as a retreat for the monks of 
Llanthony Priory in Wales, who were under persistent attacks from the local population. The 
Priory experienced a period of success and became wealthy and independent from its mother 
house with grand buildings, orchards and vineyards. By the sixteenth century Llanthony Secunda 
was the sixth largest Augustinian house in England, owning 97 churches and 51 well-appointed 
manors.  
 
After the Dissolution of the Monasteries the priory with its lands near Gloucester was granted by 
the Crown to Arthur Porter, MP for Gloucester. The Porters, and their descendants the 
Scudamores, used it as a mansion house until the Siege of Gloucester in 1643, when it became 
part of the Royalist camp. After the siege only outbuildings remained standing, used as a 
farmstead and stables. From 1794 canal, railway and industrial works gradually encroached on the 
site and it was used as a scrap-yard between 1974-1991. Today, the remains of Llanthony Secunda 
Priory are a Scheduled Monument with six Grade I Listed structures, owned by the Llanthony 
Secunda Priory Trust. For more information, please visit: http://www.llanthonysecunda.org/ 
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About the Art of Libraries Project 
Gloucester Library is part of an exciting 3-year project called Art of Libraries, with children and 
young people and creativity at its centre.  Create Gloucestershire in partnership with 
Gloucestershire Libraries and Information are working together on this new and ambitious pilot 
project in Gloucestershire Libraries, starting in Tewkesbury, Gloucester, Coleford and Dursley 
libraries.  Funded by Esmee Fairbairn, Arts Council England, Ernest Cook Trust and other local 
community funds, activities and events will focus on work with babies, children and young people 
up to 25 years as well as their parents/carers. Stories and books will provide a springboard into all 
kinds of creative activity such as dance, beatbox, photography, music and film. 
 
 
Application 
If you are interested in working with us on this exciting project, please write to us and submit 
some recent examples of your work, ideally video or written work. If you are also interested in 
finding out more about the illustrator role, please do contact us:  
 
Emma Davies, Heritage Manager, emma.davies@llanthonysecunda.org | 07718 280478 
 
Deadline for submissions: Monday 8th May 2017 
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