
 
  

Are you interested in testing out creative ideas that inspire imagination 
and learning in library settings? 
 
Tewkesbury and Coleford library as part of the Art of Libraries project are seeking 
designers, makers, performers, visual and digital artists who are experienced in 
working with children and young people to creatively transform spaces inside the libraries 
and out on the road in the mobile library bus during the summer holidays. 
 
Inspired by this year’s Summer Reading Challenge theme Animal Agents, we are looking for 
proposals around the idea of Story Detectives. The library spaces will act as a ‘crime scene’ 
providing a creative and immersive experience for children and their families as they 
uncover clues in unusual spaces, which might include dusting for fingerprints, tracking 
smells, searching for footprints and solving puzzles. We want this crime scene to be a space 
for fun exploration and discovery!   
 
Libraries over the summer will be hubs of activities with thousands of children aged up to 11 
taking part in the Summer Reading Challenge. Groups of young volunteers support this 
annual initiative, organised by the Reading Agency and Libraries to help make the 
experience fun and engaging for all. Part of this commission would include you working with 
groups of young volunteers to help deliver this commission.  
 
For more information on this year’s Animal Agents theme, visit 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 
 
With funding from the Summerfield Trust, we also want the creative team to work with the 
library staff to transform the Share a book mobile library and bring this to life. It could take 
the shape of a detective hub where crimes are solved, full of gadgets and gismos, 
equipment and wonderful technologies, with sound recordings, surveillance footage, and 
interviews of suspects. This is an opportunity to get creative and transform this small mobile 
space into a world of detective play.   
 
The mobile library will follow the Summer Reading Challenge format and make three return 
visits in selected parts of Tewkesbury and Coleford throughout August 2017. We would like 
the mobile space to develop and grow across the three visits with the aim of some of the 
ideas making their way back into the children libraries at Tewkesbury and Coleford. Our 
objective is to bring the summer reading challenge in a fun and creative way to families and 
children who live in isolated areas in the county. 
 
Deadline for submissions: Monday 3rd July 2017, Midday  
Interviews: if shortlisted, you must be available week beginning 3rd July for a further 
discussion with the Creative Catalyst and library staff   
Installation and launches for initiatives in libraries 21st, 22nd, 25th, 26th July  
Share a book library installation completion by 31st July 
Mobile library dates for delivery: 6 days throughout August – To be confirmed with Creative 
Catalysts and library team 
Installations and sessions in Libraries to evolve throughout August – To be confirmed with 
Creative Catalysts and library team 
 
	

Artist Call Out  



There is an overall budget of £4000 inclusive of VAT, travel and materials 
This is to include: 

• Design of the transformation of children’s library spaces at Tewkesbury and Coleford 
Library 

• Design of the transformation of mobile library bus  
• Prepare and install at each location working with young volunteers and the library staff 
• Design and delivery of a public workshop(s) at Tewkesbury Library – To be agreed with 

Creative Catalyst Hannah Brady 
• Design and delivery of a public workshop(s) at Coleford Library – To be agreed with 

Creative Catalyst Nix Barnaville 
• Up to 3 workshops on the mobile library bus when out on location in Tewkesbury –  

To be agreed with Creative Catalyst Hannah Brady 
• Up to 3 workshops on the mobile library bus when out on location in Coleford - To be 

agreed with Creative Catalyst Nix Barnaville 
 
If you would like more information on the commission, please call Hannah Brady, Creative 
Catalyst – Tewkesbury Library on 0775369167 or email: hannah@creategloucestershire.co.uk  
Nix Barnaville, Creative Catalyst – Coleford Library on 07718229732 or email: 
nix@creategloucestershire.co.uk 
 
To apply, please email proposals to Hannah Brady hannah@creategloucestershire.co.uk no 
more than 2 sides of A4 including 
 

• Name and contact details of artist/or company 
• A bio or artist statement of yourself and others you may want to work with including 

relevant experience of working with children and young adults  
• Why you want to apply for this opportunity 
• Availability 
• A breakdown of how you would use the £4000 budget and how you would approach 

the commission 
• Details of current Public Liability Insurance and DBS checks 

 
 

More about the project and the mobile library bus  
The Share a Book project is part of a wider pilot to re-think how libraries are used.  
Supported by the Summerfield Trust, the project will pop up in different parts of 
Gloucestershire, with the aim of reaching and engaging more local families in books and 
storytelling, particulary in rural and isolated villages with little cultural activity or connection 
with their local library.  By adding a cultural offer to the children’s mobile book lending 
service, we hope to provide a first stepping stone for children to get involved in a creative 
activity.  We want artists to provide encouragement and support so with time, families will 
feel confident enough to visit their nearest library or local arts venue.  
 
Art of Libraries is an exciting three year pilot led by Create Gloucestershire in partnership 
with Gloucestershire Libraries and Information, the Barnwood Trust and Real Ideas 
Organisation. The goal is to refresh and enrich the library offer with arts and cultural activity 
for children and young people especially those who do not currently engage with the sector 
within 6 “early adopter” libraries in Gloucestershire. Within each library setting is a Creative 
Catalyst, whose remit is to pilot and test new ways of thinking, planning and developing a 
cultural offer in collaboration with the library staff.   

  



Practicalities  

The Share a Book mobile bus does not have Wi-Fi but it can be sent to places with 
access to it.  The bus will have some books on it (and shelving) but these can be tailored 
and the interior can be temporarily changed depending on the installation response. The 
mobile bus has 13 amp power supply. Please see below for images. The artists will be 
expected to accompany the bus and facilitate the delivery of the work with the 
community(ies). The bus will have a driver and library support. The creative catalyst and 
library team will support throughout the process.  

 
 
 

 


